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THE NEGRO AFTER FIFTY YEARS OF FREEDOM
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On the Anniversary of Lincoln's Procla-

mation of Emancipation Well Known
Men Discuss Its Effect on the Colored
Race and Tell of Material Pros-

perity and Mental Progress Achieved
Ml VM LINCOLN abolished

AHI! i.. .itv in tlm United State
fifty year ago y by

urn preliminary Proclamation
' f ni H i .ii i ipanon issued on September
:. iii:

i' im.'nary proclamation decreed
'h' '"Mai i iiiioii mi .laminry 1, IWI, of
a .. . . ii M.ni- i- which continued In It"

- . ut nn that date The
' Ml fi my nf skives wan accomplished

' in' 'iimI I'riji iamatlon of
' ii i ii mi January I. I W.J The nbo-- ''

slavery in tin- - .Slates ami part
'if vf. nni i ovcred Ity the proclamation

- .i".rt.( fiibsotpiontly Ity tint Thir-'ni- ",

vi'i'iudoicnt to tlm Constilnlioii
Ihn in irl.nn.it ion was issued as u war

n:"a-u- ti 'ot some Hint! previously
I'rcitlt-n- t Lincoln had been urged to take

'mil a 'rip. Inn liuil delayed doing mi'
li'liMvini; tnat public opinion was not yti
rt..- for nn. Imttltt of Antietnm, by
w'lirh I .ft. was defeated In his first at-- j
i"mpi ir, invadf tint North, supplied the
fpimrtuniiv and five days later Lincoln
iumI ilic document which earned liim

'narneiif tlio Liberator.
The effi.fi the proclamation had on Hit),

war is recorded in history. What has been
, i i. ''fleet m the negroes in the fifty years

Wiltti have elapsed since it was issued.'
Tip- si n y presents the views of j

wniie in. !, .unl of negroes in various
alk nf up- - Loth in the North and in the
fiiitli on i ho results of mancipation and I

whether Hie results I10VO justilled Hie
tfirlinr iiopi.s of its friends.

- to lie expected, these expressions '

t'l opinion are unaninimts in tint belief
"ii i mancipation of tint slave has vinih-atw- )

'
the policy of Lincoln ami hi sup- -

loners While much has ibeen aeeom- -

llilirs in tli,, progress and general
ftUig up of the negroid the United States

ih future holds out even areaier promise
tohlrr. )

HOPES MORE THAN REALIZED.

By GEN. ROGER A. PRYOR
The i miinripiition eif the negro in tint
"Jth has more than icallved tho hopes

of hla friends and has disappointed the
el lit enemies

A ft native and ii resident of ihn South
'fdftntn nftii er ill the Ciwltiler.ile army
I of i, in oppoHiil thtt eiiuni'ipation of

'lave ronfs that after an e.ierl-- 1

t of iuf a century I am amazed at the
Prwi! of the negro in civiliuttlon and

wns'i.oin.itu'lltalesannu.illy;
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Wliile in bondage they were
r..i.!.l.l.... t,. ,.l ut.ii.f tl...t.'
univeisa.lly both read and 'Arite ami e
hiliU t'at;ernt s i it the at i pi fit ion of know

At the time of secesion the otton clop,
exclii'-ivel- v the production of the slave,

now that cro

ihr

THI: HISTORICAL CAW MIT WHEN IMi IIS ! Ii: N 1 UNCOI N S1GNID THE EMANCIPATION PROCLAMATION

I've il , oT I he people of I I'e s"l;tll. Iilil ')t

the 111" I tine ,'iP t he liefo - civil rikllll .

ihr.t i his i iL'lit of pei'tin .M.tl property,
.iresi fllpillO'l-I- V leconii!' il tl proLs liil
l.v the oi.i't-- . i,i I he Sol, I ii

WHAT THE NEGRO THINKS,

By LOOKER 7. WASHINGTON.
When Mr Lincoln heed my i.ice nearlv

tli'V year. ii(,o il v.a- - fteelv preilicted
Ilia; we v. m It I pruv.- a burden upo'i the
poi'heibool; ot the cat ion .Many s lid
that the ne;in tact would not feed, clothe
or ..belter lf

The American Connie. i called upo'i
lo appiopriate from veur to year bet v.ecn
Jlu.noii.iM.1 and jr.'.oini.iKri. largelv I'o the
siiMenaiiee of the an Indian, but
U siiould be borne in mind tint since the

mainly the production of the emancinatcd (lavs or reconstruction t onress un not

slave, is pi (hi'i.ijoo liales .l the time of been asked to apptopriate a single dollar
secession the negro slave of tourse had lo It" Us"d III provding either clothing,
no properly; now the negroowns property , f"sl or shelter for ih" American negro,
real an well as personal in incredible. In th""t respects he 1ns cared Tor hiiie-ei- r

utnounts I" this we Inw proxed ihnt we have not
'1 his being my conviction of the ematici- - been anil are not lo be a burden upon the

nated ncuro. I xvih il clearly understood nation The only call thai we have made
I do social public been eople In opinion

etpialily negro consent for education. ie,tl progies has made
political in South Kiiianeipation In colon- - 'opl theniselx'es and

sentiment, lhan white in this ieailjutmeut

PRESIDENT LINCOLN'S EMANCIPATION PROCLAMATION
lly of the I'iiUkI filntrn nf

A f'ltOCLAMATION

Wheieas on the twenty ccond day of September, in the year of our Lord

one thousand eight hundred and mxty two, a proclamation was by the Presi-

dent of tho United Slates, containing, among oilier Ihing". the to wir
"Hint on tint first day of .January, in year Lord one thousand eight

hundred and Mxty three, all persons held as slaves within any slate, or deigiritt'l
part of a state, tint people whereof shall th"il be in rebellion agaiusi ln Unltn.l

Stales, shall be then, thenceforward and forever free; 'aii'l lio Executive Govern-

ment 1 he United Stales, including naval and authority threor,
recognive and maintain freedom of such persons, and will do act or acts

repress such persons, or any or them, in any elToris tlnty may make Tor

attuul freedom;
"That the Kxeculivti will, on Hist day or January aforesaid, by proclama-

tion, the states and parts states, if any. in which thtt people thereor.

respect ivclv, shall then be in rebellion against the United .Stales; and fuel that
stale, or the pnoplo tlietcoi, snail on inai nay nn m gooci i epi u in

Itivolieiheconsider.ile
United

Now. therefore. Abraham Lincoln, of Ihe United Stule-- , by virtue
or'llin power in vested couunander.in-cliie- l of the army and navy of Ih

United State, lime actual armed rebellion the and

of tho United Slafs, and a war ire lor suppressing
said rebellion, do, on this llrstday January, tin year or our Lord one thousand.... , Ir. ... wit Ii inv ir.irnos't so tin. nilbtielv
elglil tiunureciamis'jiiy iote.-,,.,i- . t i -

Texas,

sn i.vr f - William 11 of sntte: rtandlnc. II Smith. of Illslr,

and the bl ick W'e iuM to
reiili" to whii" extent built .ere
f t lered i:i t lieir Krnw.li rea- - .n of t'av-er- y

We bt'niiniiui: hmv
miieh mure cud acctnupli'i' d t'arn.U'.h
lre labt.r. f i liinlsnit. 't'til oe.il. in,
than ilii'innh slavery.

Twin lass. of p. ople I t hint;, haw beci
i'ic reulls of freedom

Ollt Js the da- - of S'U.e u o tc '

much on the pari of the negro and the
ot'l. r he class ll'cil tMiecle'l too lli''e

We ni'i- -i bear ill mind in tliscu 'ing I ins
itibje lb" cok-r- . d when tlcy

nr made flee required a little tun"
in wh'i'h in find to lind what
th.y toiild acc'iinphh and whnl the
could accomplisli In n word, u

vears lor lliem to lllltl lheniM lt".
only this bill a nood ileal of tune was

stienl in i lie effort of the cojored
people to leadm-- l themselves lo tint white
lieonle tli. 'ir new and the

life of the free colored
Il was uatilial ami lo lint

a ii i ii ii h.' r of fool-sl- i t lungs woul'l Is done
both tli" pail of colored ieople

(hat not reeognio the or Intel- - upon the the and the my
the nor mouev for mote both

lo his ascendency the j txvo races the by th" I

This is as I one. that is. the white ople

Ihr
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proclaimed for the full of one from the day a bo e men- -
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and designate the and nans of states 'vh-rv- in tho people

.i,rr are day in agalntl tlm Uiuied ni.

lowing, lo wit Arsiinsa. I.ouislana the parishe. of SI llcrnard.

tin-- Niw.v.l Cleli the Mnniconirn r.istniintrr-riencrv- l.

an
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be

in
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Not
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relations,

he

of

rebellion

during the last twenty years than was
m.u'e iun-lh- e pievious t hirty

'Ih.. class of ieople who expected too
much on the patt of the negro were those
who that within a few year he

'could in conipt-- h that whit h it tequiivd
1 lines lot tshei 'i .lies lo in ' omphsli.
Tiiose who t'.xpei loo little were those
who l.elieied th.il he could not mate any
progress initi i.'e of slavery

Il sin pi im any oi.e who gees,
as I do, into tlie ;

the of colored 'ope to lind to
what exten they have tinned their at-

tention to the getting or ty 'H'u
most noticeable change is in the lyre

t liev a iv now and
One can go into any Suit hern

coinmuniiy now whete lie will not find

II tllllnlx'l'or eolcied people owning houses
with eight and ten loom, olten with
bathiooni.patlnr. dining loom and ttvery-thin- g

filled lilt in good -- l vie The
while peopi to leadiiisi Ih-- i- life to the 'ople hae boiiglil within the last fifty

man
ex'Cted

on
genr-mit- y of has while

lectual been
benefited by

the universal rather the

l're'iiett Ameriin,

military

to

the

aullioritv

themslv"-- .

masses

hoii.es using.

) c.i rs.it least tim.iKKi hoiii-- s. not all. How-

ever, of the tyt" hae melil loned
They own now. in the Smth.

about '.'(l.iMXi.iHioaci'es of land. The recent
census figures show that In some ol the

they are acipiiriii'; farm
prc)vtty at a moie rapid late than is

the case with tin while farmers. In

I'laqtiemines. .lelTerson, Si SI. Charles, St .lames. Assumption.
Term Honne. Liloiitche, St. Mary. SI Martin and Orleans, including lit" city or
New Mississippi, Florida, Georgia. Carolina, North!

and Virginia fexcept the forty-eig- counties designated ns West Vlrpjnia,
and also ihn counties of Berkeley , Accotiuic, Norlhamplou, lUialtclh ( ity. York.
Princess Ann and including the cities of Norfolk and Porlsmoiith'). and

excepted purls am left lor th" present precisely asif this proclatliat ion were
not issued;

And by virlue of lint and for I he purpose nrores iid. I do ord".-- ami de-

clare that all persons ho'd as slaves within said designated slates and of stales
(ire. and henceforward shall be. free; and that the executive government of tin
United Slates, including: Ihe and naval authorities thereof, will recogtue
and maintain the freedom or such persons;

And 1 hereby enjoin upon the people so d'Tlaivd to be free to alu'aiu all
violence in necesar.r self nml rt"oui'll"'id l a ill m :'i'i in .ill I'l-i- 't

where allowed, they liboiir faithfully for reisoinbl" way's,
And I fui llienlecl.iro and niak" known tli il u"h erson, of condl i in,

will be received into the armed service Ihe United St.ile.i, t t garrison fort, pod- -

i. Coiu-rcs- s of the United States by men rs chosen thereto at elections wherein "lutlmm and olhrr pla-e- s. and lo man ve?sl or all sorts in ild M-- vic;

,. o.Hlor iv or the t'lualilied eloclors of sueh state shall have participated, And upon Ihis act. sincerely believed lo an act of Jim-i'- -
wi-r.-- .t ".I by i'i -

in ti e nbH'lite of UroDK countervailing testimony, deemed conclusive evidence Constitution iivou It ilunry necessity. I judgment ol mankind

that and the people thereof, are not then in rebellion against the ' the Knic ioiw favor or Almighty Cod.
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Virginia dining ilw last ten years the
colored poo pi" have bought l.iidii moie
fauns than tl.ey owned in the uevious
ten years. In Tennessee there isanccpial
ntinilr. In Arkan-a- s th"y purcliii'.ed
to.ooti iiiotv farms than they owned in
tlie pievious (un years, in Alabama an
ecpial munlicr, in Mississippi Xi.iuh, and ju
Georgia 3!,J0 These figures will give
some idea of llieir rale of progtess in
proierty Retting.

Tho negro is going into businc. at a
morit rapid tate than anybody tint s : ,'e .f
Ihn South ivalics. In tlie Southern
States I lie t e ant at least Km dry Roods
stores and groceries owned and oxiated
by coloied 'opIe. Thcio are over ;hi
drug slon's owned and oaraied by
coloied people and moie than ,Vi bank
In coiumeicial ami business duections the
while an I colotv-- iieoplo 111 tile Sol. til
trii'le with each other al.oui as lieeiy its
I of any oilier chlss of eople. All
I lies., changes have I.'Ciiii broii'h! about
within tihy jejars

The progiets in gelling elm at ion on
t lift p.nl or the colored ivople i a matter
or cncoii'iis'imen1 When Mi Lincoln

his I'mancipai ion I'loclaniai ion
only ;t I't-- r c cnl . could teadorwiire. 'Ihn
lust llguie show llial at the pics-e- nt

lime (Is lorieii,. can lead and write.
This progit-s- lias U'cn mude notwith-
standing the rml dial in many p. - .

the South tint ni'gro does noi tecntvo his
jul s!nieolmor,ey (mm the public school
fund; but tliiough tint viuiolis cliutch
cu;Miii;'.al ions n gicat deal or money lias
been contilbined by tl.e roloie 1 eoplo
theiifohes for their own educatiop.iinlr'o
from what is inceived fiotu Cie public
f ho'd I nn-i-- t

W'c have c c I a l.irf.e iut t

tile ."lo llllctl-- W I'IC ("1,1c (t Well ,1s till
'.on'iein li t mini unit i lie i tan
lit lcnuti',1 bj ediiuitiou and ikw that
wu have Uuuu thai 1 be wo that tuurt

f

V ,s

money i gtjlng to lo given in th" rutum
for our education than hn Is'cn true in
tl.e past

When our race was made fice they
owiie.l very little church proviiy. Suite
freedom they have built over thirl y
chiiicli houses and have over Si I.mm inui-isle- is

'Hie negro, like any oilier newly
race, hail I lie idea at the Istgintiiug that
(duration would I ue him from all

of woi king with his hau l Co
has now learned I hat hte i no iiioiei.ih-grac- v

for an educated man to work v..li
his hands than for an if,miraut man t

t'o lilt Kami- lliini; In a wind, he has
le.liiied duringtlie la- -i llfty vears th.. ii .
tuty of labor and I ! e I rare or i Hi :u

Of C'llllfrl lllO h.-'- slll'Vle I in lit
pist, mid si ill i oiitinus lo siifl.-- i.--

r.iiMin or ihe fact thai i In crime wlneu
h" u.niir.n is unduly e.',a;!,ci-a'ci- ' v o
Ins iir,i;rte in llinieil things of It, t
is no ilway shown lo the .ibll" I'or
this i.ta eni a siits't-fieii- l K't'in ii h.i
In g 't tho ltl".T lift tlm iic'tii is tie pi
criminal iIhui h aitually is. 'I'hcy Innr
ol tho negro vhn broiks llio law, but not
ho much of lint negro w ho Is living .1

industrious, moral, uprighi life.
It hi Is'tiu my privilege to travel

pretty widely among many daises of
people in his country mil in Euro; , bi.t
1 ii.ivcmol no i l.isi or peopl.t in lie si. nn
relative Hinge, of c iviliv.utiou who huvn
higher repct'l r.ir the iiior.il law than n
Iriie'cr the masse of coloied people
Within our filly ye.!1-- of lteedom a publl"
h"initnetll lias been ere il"d wuliiii tho r.n--i
'vhlih I row n tioi'i 'ill itiiiniral living
mid rncii.irigt .

vv.is Ir- icll .'ii-'- .

Vl"tl v ' en '.I'll ' ' "
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i i,!"l,l ' 1. or v hi
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